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ON SALE NOW! 


a Taexo 


1958 AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE TO =| tc 


CARS OF THE WORLD 
giao 





* Prices © Specifications 


ALL CARS OF ALL NATIONS 


F.. the fifth straight year, this popular annual presents a parade 
of the new cars produced the world over. It’s a 
complete guide to every production car built for 1958, 
containing photos, specifications and prices on over 200 models 
from all nations. This year’s edition highlights a new 
special feature: a group of outstanding articles on the most 
revolutionary automotive developments of our day, such 
as air suspension, torsion bars, fuel injection, etc. Other 
1958 “firsts” include several exclusive road tests of 
world-wide makes, and full details on twelve cars 
never before featured in the CARS OF THE WORLD series. 


Or send 85c (to cover 
postage etc.) to: 


75€ AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! | TREND BOOKS 








5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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GASOLINE OR FUEL 


as reviewed in janvery issue 
eof Red & Custom magazine 








FINEST CLUB PLAQUES 
IN THE NATION 


Decals, Plaques, 

- Novelties — including information 

— . . on how t ¢ club and 
, $1. 00 Credit Cor Certificate and free 


STYLIZED EMBLEM co. 
-, Hollyweed 26. 
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“ROAD MOUSE 


2%" Ground Clearance pies 


© 2 HP Clinton Engine, 
3 HP optional 


+ 

@ Positive steering 
Weight 68 Ibs. @ Hond broke 

. 

. 

- 


oY ft. turn radius Foot Accelerator 
Automatic Clutch For Child or Adult 

Gear Ratios from 14.1 — All Weided Frome of 
4.48-1 Finest Materiols 
Controtied speeds 15 to ® Comes in 2 solid colors — 
40 MPH Red and Bive 

Wheel Base — 37” 

Wheel Tread — 25” 


Rear Tires 10 x 2.75 

Semi-Pneumotic COMPLETELY 
Front Tires 8 x 2.75 ASSEMBLED 
Semi-Pneumatic 


Freight collect on C.O.D.’s (U.S. op ly with 
25% deposit. In California add 4% tax 


T & 8687 MELROSE AVENUE © RC-5S 
TOY CAR CEN (OS ANGELES 46. CALIF. Olympia 2.686 
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Two brand-new fads in the custom- 

izing field are combined in this single 

article. Here's... 

CHROME TAPE AND COLOR DYEING.... 12 


This month a special section is de- 
voted to some of the top cars from 
out California way. We call it... 


Se WE PS odie os s'd ns Ccedees 18 


The artist-writer team of Henning 

and Ritch have come up with a timely 

story on restyling the ‘40 Ford. 

CHALLENGE TO THE DESIGNERS....... 36 
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Performance-improving changes to a 
car's make-up convey little to the 
reader, that's why R & C always tokes 
time to check out alterations before 
they're passed along to you. That 
way you know that what you read in 
R & C is exactly as stated; no gvess- 
work, that’s just our policy. 


Another Example of DOING with Rod & Custom 


Staying on top of the heap isn't a cinch, even if you are the oldest in the field. 
But R & C is on top, is the oldest. That's why you can't go wrong when you... 
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rod and custom magazine 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Hurry and send me Rod & Custom Magazine for the next 


[] 12 months @ $3.00 [] 24 months @ $5.00 

I'm enclosing 

[] Cash [] Check ([[] Money order 
Name het At »--9¢enaaies 
Address... , tila nsttisciiisabvlianttinide sidan 
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ROM TIME TO TIME we receive letters from readers asking about 
the procedure for having their cars appear in Rod & Custom. To 


partially quell the flow of mail, and to explain the method to those 


who are intending to send in photographs of their cars, let us explain 
the various do’s and don’ts involved: 

First and foremost: the photographs must be clear and sharp. 
Snapshots which are fuzzy, over- or underexposed, or which do not 
show the car to its best advantage should not be submitted. Too, be 
sure, when taking an overall shot of the car, that you do not stand 
so close that the front or rear bumper is cut off by the margin of the 
picture. Watch out that shadows do not fall across the car — shoot 
with the car either entirely in or, preferably, out of shadow. 

While some inexpensive box cameras take fair photographs, our 
reproductive needs are such that cameras with very sharp lenses should 
be used, preferably lenses which can be focused (as compared to fix- 
focus lenses). Good cameras can be rented, or borrow a friend’s. Shoot 
the car from each side and from the front and rear. Move the car as 
you do this, keeping the sun at your back, Move in on the car to shoot 
closeups of details, such as grille, taillights, etc. 

When you feel you’ve photographed all the interesting features of 
your rod or custom, sit down and compile a list of its specifications, 
such as: the customizing features and who performed them, the en- 
gine’s modifications, the make of speed equipment used and the name 
of anyone who might have assisted you. Tell us a little about your- 
self; your hobbies, the aspects of rodding or customizing in which you 
are chiefly interested, your club (if you belong to one), and so on. 

When you have done all this, send us “jumbo” size prints of the 
photos you’ve taken, all the pertinent data as outlined, and a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for the return of your photos should they be 
rejected. Mark “Photographs—do not bend” on the outside of the 
envelope and send the whole thing to Rod & Custom at 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, California. 

Within a couple of weeks you will hear from us, First we’ll let you 
know if your car has been accepted for use in the magazine (and there 
is a good chance it will be if you’ve followed the steps explained here 
and the car is a pretty sharp looker). If accepted, we'll write again 
when the issue in which it will appear has been decided and send you 
a “Rod & Custom Feature Car” plaque for your dashboard. Lastly, 
we'll send along an issue of the magazine with your car in it. Sound 
like a fair enough deal? s.m. @ 
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OUR READERS 


RE: EDSEL 

Phooey to the whole bunch of you! 
I used to think R & C was a fair maga- 
zine until your article running down 
the Continental (Dec. 55). I quit buy- 
ing your product then, but happened 
to glance over a copy of the Oct. '57 
issue, belonging to my roommate, with 
your Edsel story—and it made my 
blood boil. 

“Much Ado About Nothing”— that 
was the title, and also my opinion of 
you featherbrains who ran the article. 
I recently purchased a new Edsel and 
think it is one of the finest cars on the 
road today. A company dares to come 





YOUNGSTER'S CAR CLUB 

Neither of us are old enough to drive 
yet, but we are sincerely interested in 
customizing and engine hopping up. 
We read all the auto magazines we can 
lay our hands on and have accumu- 
lated a lot of ideas and suggestions 
that others our age might like to share. 
With enough addresses, we could start 
a sort of pen-pal club for young auto 
enthusiasts. Send a _ self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: 
Dennis Rotolo 
John Stewart 


57 Home Place 
Lodi, New Jersey 
(continued on p. 63) 








out with a new and different product 
and all you can think of to do is stamp 
it out. You refer to it as “a hashed up, 
warmed over, slightly restyled car”. So 
off you go to restyle it. And the result 
looks just like a Plymouth — another 
ditto machine. You don’t even like the 
hood ornament; it’s different, I'll 
agree, but so is the entire car. 

I know you fellows wouldn’t dare 
print this without one of your poor 
excuses for a rebuttal. 

Joseph Patchen, Jr. Atlanta, Ga. 


© No rebuttal, Joe, Edsel sales speak 
for themselves. 





MODEL “A” RESTORER’S SPECIALS 
pisenall i patent data plate, mate r $2.75 

Hest resistan t manitond paint, er 43% S0/pt, 
Radiator shel a w/rivets, state year $1.75 
Fender by ra Ser 

Model ** rvice Bulletins complete $5.00 
Front Gus mats "28- 


"a 
shackles, orig. type, front & rear $3.50/set 
replacement ty: yn 





cranks $2.00/ea. 

Radiator hose clampe authen t $.15/ea. 
endeiele Winer mesters © = car $7.50 
Windshield wiper ares 6.55 

Windshield wiper ry lak tSiea 

Fecpetene tives. 6.2 5 © 4. x 19" $24.95 
Hub caps replacement t. pleats pen 


G. H. Fin "SNELL 


2405 W. OLIVE AVE., RC-5 * BURBANK, CALIF. 


















YES! WE HAVE IT 


t 8 AT MIDWE 
sce facteay — 5 ‘hot’ it 
er , 
Seaut ames © Srvemmausee Low profile design 
WAL PRAM SCMeEFER 2” extra hood clearance 
uC. wEIAND 


ing off 4 end 
READY NOW 
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safety equipment, 

lete with prices. 
| SEND FOR YOURS TO- 
DAY. 50c 








6 CARBURETOR 


CHEVROLET V8 
LOG TYPE MANIFOLD 
The new sensation at the drags. MUST 


gives more than 


Can be very 
easily converted _ to ‘efficient i Manifold . 
ee a os ey Throttle Assembly $19.50 


jp Oar NEW 1958 Cataleg 


an engine, no 
is running now. 





. $88.00 








OIRECT FACTORY BIstareuTons 
13887-R Miles Ave., Cleveland 5, Ghie 


WYeming 1-5877 WYeming 14998 
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Barris Kustom Products Inc. releases their new 
line of Polishes and Cleaners. Ali products 
are used by the many prize winning cars built 
by Barris Kustom Autos and introduced by 
George Barris. $2.00 list for Machine Cleaner 
and free use of buffer with each purchase from 
local dealer. $2.00 list for Finish Glaze, the 
highest lustre hand glaze. $1.45 list for Chrome 
Polish, the permanent finish. $1.45 list for 






































Leather Cleaner, the soft quick cleaner. $1.45 ae . 
list for Whitewall Cleaner, the fastest tire ay 
cleaner. 0 
BARRIS KUSTOM PRODUCTS INC. withi 
10518 South Atlantic Blvd. to 64 





CRAGAR CAD. OLDS 6 CARB. 
LOG MANIFOLD 
New lower oval design allows sufficient 
clearance under the hood for air cleaners 
or air scoops. Manifold only 2%” high over 
head port centers. For easier instollation 
bolts are installed through manifold. This 
manifold was designed for competition, but 
may be used for street by properly adjust- 
ing carburetors and using progressive 
linkage. 
EITHER CAD OR OLDS. LOG MANIFOLD 
$68.00 
Distributed by 

BELL AUTO PARTS 

3633 E. Gage Ave., Bell, California 














MEMBERS RECEIVE: 


@ Club |.D. Card 

®@ KOA Decal 

© Special Discount Catalog 
® KOA Club Newspaper 


© Custom and Speed Probiems Aver iene 4 
nswer 








KUSTOMS 


° cowed in Forming Clubs BARRIS SANCTIONED OF AME R I Cs 




















DISCOUNTS ON: NATIONALLY ORGANIZED CUSTOM & SPEED CLUB. 

© Custom Automotive Accessories -—————-KUSTOMS OF Pre ow es 
5880 Hollywood Bivd., Hollyweod 28, Ca > 

© Ansen Speed Equipment | hereby apply for membership in Kustoms of America and enclose 

© jackets, T-Shirts ‘ ; 

—————————— years’ dues, entitling me to 
© Lapel Pins, Emblems an official membership card, windshield decal, special discount catalog, 
® Dash Plaques, Plates KOA news subscription and full association privileges. 
® Trophies NAME = 
@ Custom Rugs and Upholstery ADDRESS at 
+ Monthly A zi 

Leading ly Auto Magazines city STATE_ “et 
We Age Limit We Car Necessary Open to Men & Women Membership Only $3 2 Year a 

















The Nu Tec electronic tachometer. All-in-one 
unit. Mounts on dash or steering post. Only 
two wires to connect. Fits any car, 6 or 12 
volts, 4, 6 or 8 cylinder engines. Accurate 
within 2% (the width of the needle) and reads 
to 6,000 rpm. Only $28.95. Write: 
MG MITTEN 
Box 157-C, South San Gabriel, Calif. 


in harmony with many modern designs which 
emphasize simplicity, NAMSCO, Inc. recently 
announced their newest wheel cover. It's a 
deep-drawn, plain cone which captures atten- 
tion by striking simplicity and the conical di- 
mension given to its gleaming chrome center. 
This new cover is another NAMSCO Universal 
Type ... listed as the 14-C for 14” wheels and 
the 15-C for 15” wheels. Like all the other 
National Covers it features no-slip, no-turn, 
no-squeak attachment springs; triple chrome 
plate; and interchanges with original equip- 
ment. National Wheel Covers are available 
through automotive accessories stores. Or for 
full information write 


NAMSCO, Inc. 
Bellwood, linois. 







































DO YOUR OWN CUSTOMIZING 


witha TAPKITI 






Tapkit NE inl “Taylor & Art, Inc., Plastics 








NO TORCH, no expensive tools, no special training required 
when you repair and restyle AUTOBODIES with these new 
job-tested fiberglass and EPOXY RESIN “glassing kits”. 


Guaranteed to contain more and better materials than any com- 
petitive kit on the market. Available at speed shops, chrome 
shops and automotive chain stores everywhere. 
If your favorite dealer doesn’t stock TAPKITS, send us his name and 
order direct. Write for free 16 page booklet om customizing and re- 
pairing autobodies and price list. 
For complete information on carcrafting with fiber- 
glass and resin, order THE GLASSER’S MANUAL, 
$1.00 ppd. Fully illustrated and non-technical, best 
gvide to professional results. Moneyback guarantee. 








Pioneers in Plastics for Automotive 


Applications 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 1710 E. 12th Street, Oakland 6, California 
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Hard Tops, Convertibles & 6 Pass., Station Wagons 


SIMPLE & EASY TO INSTALL 
FREE INSTALLATION PLIERS AND 


BASTEMERS with every set. 


J. C. Whitney & Co., Leads Them All! Your Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 
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That countless variations can be achieved through the use of chrome tape is disclosed by these 
two examples, in addition to the one on this month's cover. Here a ‘56 Chevy with its top solidly 


taped with equal-width spaces between, and o Ford pickup with three groups or sections. Newest 
variation is use of dyes which are translucent allowing chrome to show through giving the applied 


color a brilliance heretofore unattainable. 


R &C takes pride in announcing a pro- 
duct entirely new and one which we 
feel will become one of the year’s more 
outstanding developments. Called Kolor 


HROME TAPE, the latest restyling 

trick rapidly springing up all over 
the country, is about the hottest thing 
to come along in years. Armed with a 
single roll of the stuff, the home-stylist 
can do visual tricks to his car, com- 
pletely changing its appearance, in a 
single afternoon. Long, low lines can 
be emphasized simply by paralleling 
an existing strip of side trim with a 
thin strip of the tape, or trim-less side 
panels can be broken up with thin, 
horizontal bands of chrome. 

The whole thing evolved from the 
reflective tape popularly used on rear 
bumpers. Made by the Scotch tape di- 
vision of the 3-M company, the ad- 
hesive-backed, metal tape, available in 
either chrome or gold, comes in five 
widths; % inch, %, %, % and 1 inch. 
The rolls, similar to rolls of masking 
tape in size and in the method of ap- 


12 





Krome, it is a dye-like paint which 
comes in a spray can. Available thru 
California Custom Accessories, located 
at 1807 W. 65th St., Los Angeles 47, 


plication, are priced beginning at 
about four dollars. The only draw- 
back to the stuff is its availability, Not 
manufactured specifically for use on 
automobiles and only now beginning 
to enjoy popularity, only larger outlets 
for adhesive products handle it. But 
anyone selling 3-M products can order 
the tape from his wholesaler for you. 

But the application of chrome tape 
is only half the story. Now it is pos- 
sible for the novice to apply his own 
color chrome. In handy 16-oz. spray 
bottles, available from California Cus- 
tom at 1807 West 65th St., Los Angeles 
47, Calif., the special shades come in 
four glamorous colors. Presently avail- 
able are Pagan Gold, Candyapple Red, 
Oriental Blue and Parisian Green, 
each priced at $1.98 per spray can. 
Application is a snap! Just aim the 
spray nozzle on the can at whatever 
you want to paint and press the 
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CHROME TAPE 


Color Dyeing 


combining two of the hobby’s fastest growing fads 


Calif., the paint is available in four 
brilliant colors described elsewhere in 
this article. The significance of Kolor 
Krome is that tt brings the coloring of 


thumb-operated button. Presto! No 
painting experience is needed, nor is 
there any need for complicated prep- 
arations. The paint can be used over 
either painted surfaces or chrome. Be- 
cause the colors are translucent, the 
coloring of the surface treated shows 
through to a certain extent. When 
used over chrome the resulting hue 
seems brilliantly silver. Over a white 
surface, any of the colors are lightened 
considerably, And too, the darkness or 
shading of the tones vary as to the 
number of coats applied. 

To combine these two. new fads, the 
chrome or gold tape can be sprayed 
with the translucent paint to take on 
new brilliance and shading not pos- 
sible before. A good example is evident 
on this month’s cover where customizer 
George Barris sprays a coat of Pagan 
Gold over chrome tape applied to the 
top of a ’58 Chevy Impala. Note that 
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Photos by George Barris 


chromium plated articles to within the 
reach of the average customizing en- 
thusiast, It gets our vote as THE 
ITEM OF THE YEAR. 


he is not only spraying the tape, but 
right over the basic color of the car 
which appears between the tape strips. 
The overall effect is, frankly, quite 
amazing and the cost for the entire 
job ran less than seven dollars! Best 
of all, the tape can be removed, when 
the owner tires of the effect, and the 
car restored to original condition, or 
the design of the tape, or its coloring, 
changed at the owner’s whim. Words 
cannot properly conjure up a picture 
of the variety of shades which can be 
applied using any or all of the colors 
available, nor is it possible for us 
to describe all the panels on a car 
where chrome tape can be laid down, 
or the infinite forms and designs which 
are possible. So let us merely reveal 
the various application steps of the 
two products, and let the reader take 
it from there. 
Shall we proceed? 





CHROME TAPE 


| Color Dyeing 


for hve desired, so now area is being meas- 
ured prior to application of the chrome tape. 
Measurements must be accurately made or 
the job will appear hap-hazard when finished. 
The top is laid out here in %” increments. 


When the area to be chrome-taped and/or 
color dyed has been decided upon, it is core- 
fully masked off to prevent overspray or other 
effects from coming in contact with adjoining 
surfaces. Example shown is ‘58 Chevy impale. 


Three-quarter inch masking tape is laid ovt 
following edge of raised section of Impala's 
roof. it must necessarily be as straight as 
humanly possible for the best effect. This 
tape's purpose is to provide a ruled edge 
for laying the adjoining strip of chrome tape. 
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Chrome tape will not adhere properly to a 
surface with dirt, wax or invisible coats of 
polish, etc., so a quality wax/grease removing 
agent (available at paint stores) is used to 
wash area, after which it is sanded lightly. 


Now a %” strip of chrome tape is applied. 
Though endless designs can be worked out, 
tape must be laid in a straight line since 
it is actually thin metal and will not form 
@ curve without wrinkling. Ends of strip over- 
lap, are cut later with knife or a razor blade. 
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In this case it was decided to spray a coating 
of color over the car's paint before adding 
chrome tape. Translucent colors in spray cans 
take on vivid new hues when applied over a 
painted surface. Experimentation is advised. 


- 


v.. 


Black and white photos do not do this top 
justice. Bronze Impala is now topped with 
alternately striped chrome over a bockground 
of gold which spreads out to a scalloped 
effect above windshield. If it was so desired, 
tape itself could be dyed a striking color. 











CHROME TAPE 


When design and treatment have been worked 
ovt, masking tape is Iaid on forming ruled 
edge for chrome tape. Various patterns can 
be worked out beforehand by using alternate 
wide and narrow strips of masking tape (for 
spacing) and chrome tape. The process is slow. 


Now a strip of chrome tape is placed. The 
strip is pressed down, after initial laying, 
to squeeze out air bubbles. Each strip must 
be firmly affixed before proceeding with the 
next one. If a strip of tape must be peeled up 
due to error in laying, it is not re-usable. 


ROD & CUSTOM 











To show the Versatility of the chrome tape 
and its application in another way, it is 
here being used on the dashboard of the ‘58 
Chevy. In the photo a cleaner is used to 
rid surface of dirt and/or wax or polish 
over the area to be treated with the tape. 
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As on the top in the preceding photos, the 
surface is lightly sanded with fine grit paper. 
“Roughing up” rather than “sanded” is a 
better word, since only enough light scratches 
for adherence of paint are required. The 
paper used here is #320 in the dry form. 
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THE WEST'S 








Deeply tunneled head and taillights are the key- 
note on this sharp ‘57 Ford. Wide-mouth grille 
and bumperiess tail show new customizing trends. 
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Jess Bettencourt's 


"56 Merc by Bailon discloses how 
quad light dilemma can be solved on cars with norrow 
fenders. Chrysler taillights are flanked by scoops. 
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Ingenuity is shown by letting side exhaust double as a white rubber-covered runningboard. 
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O.T.P.- outside tailpipes 


ein do-it-yourself form 


S THE POPULARITY of outside tailpipes — a relatively new 
custom accessory — continues to rise, a greater variety of 
them is being offered at specialty shops all over the country. 
Exposed exhausts have reached the status of a craze in only a 
year, though isolated examples can be traced back to 1950 and 
even before. But until now, unless the car owner was blessed 
with the tools of a muffler shop and’ the experience and know- 
how to go with them, the pipe extensions were quite difficult to 
install. Now, though, at least one manufacturer is offering vari- 
ous styles of pipes in do-it-yourself form. 

Some local ordinances may prohibit the exhausting of gasses 
from forward of a car’s rear wheels, so make a few inquiries 
before connecting the tailpipes up functionally. However, if the 
law says the practice is frowned upon, proceed anyhow but leave 
the pipes as dummies, The eye appeal is the same either way, so 
their installation is a worthwhile venture. 

Glance over some of the styles here or let your imagination 
run wild. For every example revealed, there are perhaps ten 
types of outside pipes that haven’t been thought of. But whatever 
the style you decide upon, you can be sure of being right in step 
with one of the most popular custom fads to come along in years. 


26 ROD & CUSTOM . MAY, 19586 














ae “ae 
This is where the idea for exposed exhausts got its start; rods with cramped engine compartments. 





On cors with side ‘tailpipes capped, the exhaust actually 
is ducted ovt behind; side pipe leads from ahead of muffier. 
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EBSELAUST continved 


first step in the installation of out- 
tailpipes is to vunbolt the muvffier's 
clamp and remove the original tailpipe. 











A \%-inch hole is drilled in the frame for 
hanger clamp which will support the flex 
tubing which leads gasses to outside pipe. 


installation photos courtesy Fenton Equipt. Co. 
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A chrome clamp is fastened to car's skin 
to support the exposed exhaust pipe. The 
do-it-yourself installation is an easy job. 
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With the proper size and length piece of 
flexible tubing in the kit, connection is 
made to one of the car's twin mufflers. 


Hanger bracket is fastened to body after 
outer pipe's stud has been passed through 
the hole. Kit prices range from $30.00 up. 
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HSELAVUST continues 





On this particular style, the exhaust is 
expelied through rear of ovter pipe only. 
Front length is for looks and is plugged. 


Final installation step is snugging up all 
clamp bolts. Check is made for leaks by 
starting engine and listening under the car. 








Installation of the outside tailpipes. is 
eased because of the supporting studs, and 


‘using the 

exhaust, the forward end being 

but looking, from the side of the cor, as 
though the exhaust wos actually ducted 

@ point just behind the front wheel 


The Fenton outside tailpipe kit consists of 
the exposed pipes themselves (chromed), the 
fiex pipes which lead from the mufflers, 
all the necessary brackets and clamps, and 
a list of fool-proof instructions. Time 
for installation on on average car is about 
an hour provided the few tools needed ore 
at hand. Kits go for $30.00 up to $60.00. 
Kit lends a lot of eye appeal to o custom. 











IKAS- INSIDE the R&C 


Illustrations by Peter Millar Photos by Bob D'Olivio 


ETTING DOWN on all fours is a mighty uncomfortable position to assume for 

a very long time, besides it is a rather ungentlemanly thing to do at a custom 
car show. So to keep our more curious readers in an upright position, and to 
answer the demands of countless individuals who have asked us this favor, on the 
following pages is a cutaway drawing of the Dream Truck revealing what exactly 
lies beneath the surface. 

Also to quell the many pleas for an explanation as to the functional value of 
The Truck’s hood scoop, the illustration on this page should do the trick. Notice 
in it, too, an X-ray view of the location and relative positioning of the over-the- 
windshield dashboard, the wires and oil pressure line for which are channeled 
up through the lefthand windshield post. 
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Dream Truck -e_ 





To clarify the routing of air ducts from the dual. 
purpose hood scoop, Artist Millar reveals how wind- 
split leads air to both engine compartment and cab 
interior. Also shown is the relative positioning of 
overhead instrument panel; wires lead to it from 
lefthand w/s post. 





To answer the many cards inquiring as to the present status of our Dream 
Truck, the hardy traveler (20,000 tour miles so far) is presently fulfilling a long 
list of promised displays which will require until mid-’58 to conclude. From then 
till early ’59 it’s destined for a lengthy visit to a chop ’n channel emporium where 
quite a variety of newly worked-out modifications will be performed. 

And then what? Through the pages of national magazines (R & C, as well 
as several others), newspapers and other media, the famed imaginative pickup 
will again be used to convey to the uninitiated just what all this rodding and 
customizing business is about. Since starting this crusade late in 1956, the show- 
weary hauler has been used to bring this message to doggoned close to a million 
interested spectators, and it is our fervent hope that in some smal! way we have 
thus assisted this interesting auto-reworking hobby of ours. © 
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| ' Artist Peter Millar, in response to a deluge of mail requesting same, gives us an X-ray 
look at the far-famed pickup truck built by many of the leading speed and body shops 
in answer to readers requests. The '50 Chevy '4-ton has visited shows in Kansas, Oregon, 
Connecticut, "Washington, indiana, California as well as the Hawaiian Islands making 
W the most widely traveled custom of them all. For the future? — Additional alterations 
then p the car show tour. 
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INSIDE the R&C Dream Truck 





| © Worms’ eye view of the Metz 
’ Custom Shop (Shelbyville, 
Indiana) rear fender 

treatment. Set within small paint 
scallop is reflector from a 

‘47 Buick, felt necessary since 
taillights are quite far inboard. 





Note especially the .. . 
Exhaust system 

Front air suspension 

302 hp Chevy V8 engine 
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Not long ago a rather lengthy letter 
from Edgar Tomerlin, Mason City, 
Iowa, crossed our desks. It was too 
long for our regular correspondence 
column, but it posed such an interest- 
ing challenge and raised so many valid 
questions about present day styling 
practices that we turned it over to 
Henning and Ritch—R & C’s well- 
known restyling team. Here is the end 
result, interspersed with their com- 
ments and drawings! 
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“T’ve been a steady reader of R & C, 
and the several pocket-size imitators 
which have come along since you be- 
gan, and I’ve been directly inspired to 
do some customizing on my own cars. 
Your type of publication also consti- 
tutes probably 99% of my friends’ 
reading material and they, as well as 
myself, feel that it is getting to the 
point where our two-bits is being al- 
most thrown away. In short, we’ve 
come to realize that we’re being treat- 











BP g¢ By HENNING & RITCH 
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ed like a lot of noodnicks. Now don’t 
get mad—hear me out, We're not 
blaming the magazines. You people do 
a fine job of reporting what everyone’s 
doing and how we can do these things 
ourselves, but we feel that the material 
you work with is failing in quality.” 

You may have something there, Ed- 
gar, but we’re doing the best we can. 

“Let me explain: when I began read- 
ing R & C back in ’53, there was a 
definite cult of customizers...and so 
far as I’m concerned, the only valid 
one. Namely: ‘If it’s stock, it’s no 
good!’ All the customizers were cre- 
ating new lines...mostly swapping 
parts, true, but everybody was at least 
trying to be original (!), an expres- 
sion of his own personality...or at 
least semething that didn’t look like 
every other car from Detroit.” 

We'll buy that! 

“But what has happened? I’ll tell 
you: nowadays every joker wants to 
make his 1940 Ford look like a ’57 
Ford or a ’58 Olds (shudder), or any- 
thing just so it looks new. No thought 
about style, just gook it up with mod- 
ern garbage. If the new cars come out 
with twin headlights in each fender, 
our ‘original’ customizers will have 
two lights within a week .. . regardless 
of whether or not the treatment lends 
anything good to the car.” 

Of course, the R & C Dream Truck... 

“Fins, chrome tape, imitation Cad 
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hubcaps, 5-color paint jobs...all ap- 
plied without apparent regard.” 

Unfortunate but true. 

“This is excusable for an amateur 
with no real feel for styling, and I 
know it’s going to happen in a ma- 
jority of cases where guys have the 
urge to change their cars but have 
no taste, but my complaint is that the 
so-called stylists, the leaders in the 
field, the body men who set the ex- 
amples and, worst of all, the designers 
who draw for the magazines, are be- 
coming the worst offenders. I recently 
saw a sketch of a ‘restyled’ (?) Cor- 
vette which boasted quad headlights 
(now stock on the ’58’s), the bumper- 
grille from a ’57 Chevy, Mercedes 
hubcaps and FINS!!! This is re- 
styling???” 

Of a sort, 

“If this guy went to work on my ’40 
Ford it would probably get the same 
treatment...because this is what’s 
presently coming from Detroit.” 

Henning and Ritch herewith offer 
their example. 

“In another magazine, they’re pick- 
up happy. If it hasn’t got a bed on it 
it’s for the birds. The man who does 
their drawings would probably turn 
my Ford into a %-ton ... with fins, no 
doubt.” 

That sounds real jazzy. We've sup- 
plied a drawing showing this. 

(continued) 
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CHALLENGE to the DESIGNERS 


“Here’s the point. You people have 
a duty to the public. You have the 
responsibility of educating the younger 
set and setting high standards of taste 

-- and you’re going to have to explain 
that certain things just aren’t good 
practice. In customizing a car, particu- 
larly an older one like most of us start 
with, adding '58 parts is not the an- 
swer...unless you subscribe to the 
same taste school that prevails in De- 
troit. Why don’t these people save 


. Themselves a _ of trouble and seater a 


58 model if they like them _~ poe y 


to duplicate their every detail? 

“In my opinion, the object of doing 
body work is to make the car cleaner, 
neater, more functional and pleasing 
in shape and finish, than it was when 
it dropped from the mold. There are 
lots of things you can do to a °40 to 
give it a homogenous look; but, no fins, 
no quad lights, no '58 grille...in es- 
sence, let it become a sharp ’40, not a 
cheap imitation of a ’58 (ugh!). In 
short, you can’t make a silk purse, etc, 
.-. With no offense intended for Ford’s 
product. And the sooner your design- 


ers realize this, the better off Amer- 


iea’s youth will be.” 

Well, as molders of youth, it’s up to 
us to be straightforward ...and so we 
will be. We deplore the “gook” school, 
too, but it will always be with us since 
it unfortunately satisfies the largest 
percentage of the people. What we can 
do is present the best examples of orig- 
inal work we can find and let those 
who will follow do so. If a fellow sees 
something within our pages that he 


likes, maybe he'll follow suit. 
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But in regard to Ed’s statement that 


nothing can be done to the ’40 to mod- 
ernize it, take a check on Henning’s 
drawing : Narrow window frames, one- 
piece windshield, big back window, and 
a definitely modern grille. In addition, 
you'll note the fast-back, five windows 
— and original headlight rims. 

It may sound like a strange combi- 
nation but it follows the premise set 
forth in the letter: cleaner, neater, 
more functional in shape and appear- 


— 
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ance — at least by 1958 standards. Yet 


aS 


it doesn’t resemble the ’58 models; not 
from Detroit, anyway. 

This is hardly a cheap body job, 
necessitating, as it does, a lot of new 
contours. But as technology advances, 
so do we and this can be molded. In 
fiberglass, the new '40 would be lighter 
and far quicker than the original. 

So, take off, Edgar, a new cult of 
restylists is now at work... the fanci- 
ful group which says, “If it’s stock, 
discard it and make it out of glass!! 

So there. @ 





with on 


THE LITTLE 
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T WAS a big day for the hot rodders 

when the Chevrolet Corvette pulled 
the rug from under the famed Mer- 
cedes 300SL in sports car racing, and 
a number of big days have followed 
the initial victory because the Cor- 
vette is now consistently coming across 
the finish line in front. The back yard 
go-fast boys are particularly happy 
because, after all, the hop-up tech- 
niques which they have advocated and 
practiced for lo these many years 
have filtered back to Detroit and been 
incorporated into stock production 
cars or made available as factory op- 
tional extras. 

The Corvette, liberally equipped with 
these good things, has demonstrated a 
facility for going to the front in the 
tests of speed on the crooked track and 
has even come to be grudgingly ad- 
mired by many who heretofore said 
that America couldn’t build as good a 
sports car as ordinarily comes from 
Europe. In out-performing the Jag- 
uars and Mercedes the Corvette has 
demonstrated plenty of speed and good 
handling but...and here the critics 
have a field day ... it does it with cubic 
inches. “Sure,” the beret faction 
screams, “the Chevy pulls the 300SL, 
but look at the difference in displace- 
ment ...5 litres to three.” (283 cu. in. 
to 182 in English). “Do something with 
small displacement, then we'll cheer.” 

O.K., men, stand by to give three for 
the old U.S. of A. A lightweight engine 
to challenge the Continent’s best may 
be on the way. It is right now on the 





dynamometer and, if good luck attends 
the balance of the development pro- 
ceedings, we may have a _ two-litre 
(120 cu. in.) challenger on the track 
by this summer. : 

Here’s the story, and this will in- 
terest all rod builders because of the 
sound engine design theory involved. 
A number of years ago, an Oakland, 
California, airline mechanic got a 
wild idea that an engine could be built 
up in the same way that aircraft 
radial engine exhaust collector rings 
(manifolds, in other words) are fabri- 
cated from sheet steel and welded to- 
gether. These manifolds have to stand 
great heat loads, vibration, sudden 
cooling and many other environmental 
extremes which also apply to an en- 
gine. This man, Lloyd Taylor by name, 
noticed that the manifolds seldom 
caused any trouble and were far more 
rugged than many other engine parts. 
The idea stuck with him after he had 
started his own speed shop where he 
ground cams and built up engines for 
early-day rodders. Finally learning 
about the then new technique of hy- 
drogen-furnace brazing, he designed 
an engine to be fabricated from sheet 
steel, put it together and had it weld- 
ed in the furnace. 


The engine far exceeded his expec- 
tations by delivering 22 hp. and weigh- 
ing only 40 Ibs.! 

In demonstrating the little engine to 
the Navy, it came to the attention of 
Powell Crosley who was looking for 
something similar for a small car he 
proposed to build. We all remember 
the Crosley car as a rugged package, 
in fact there are many faithfully 
operating today, nearly 6 years after 
they were last made. The engine in 
the Crosley was an outgrowth of this 
design and was first made by the 
stamping and welding process. Pro- 
duction problems caused a switch to 
the cast block later on, but the design, 
a single overhead cam and head-en- 
bloc, has proven to be one of the 
soundest in American automotive his- 
tory. Racing Crosleys are tough com- 
petitors as any follower of the sports 
car racing will attest. 

(continued) 
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In the interim since the Crosley 
joined the Stutz Bearcat in Limbo, 
‘Taylor has been experimenting with 
‘his original method and with the im- 
provements in technique since those 
days the time for a practical welded- 
steel engine is here, 

One of the designs which Lloyd de- 
veloped was a 96 cu. in, 4 with twin 
overhead cams and which put out 96 
hp. on pump gas. This engine has 
powered a stock-looking MG for some 
time and there have been many sur- 
prised people who have been left look- 
ing at its taillights in stoplight drag 


Despite the complex appear. 
ance of the 4's many compo 
nents, assembled engine, ready 
* to run, tips the scales @ 
180 Ibs. Note the hollow 
crankshaft; one of the keys 
to the engine's light weight, 
surprising ovtput and its 
durability. Crank is cast in 
form shown, then critica 
surfaces precision - machined. 
5 engines are initial output. 


races, At any rate, thousands of miles 
of road testing and 200 hours on the 
Richfield Oil Co. dyno. assured Lloyd 
of the soundness of his principle. 
Early last year he and a group of 
associates went ahead on a sort of 
“grown up” Crosley, a single overhead 
cam model of 120 cu, in. displacement. 
It’s main feature is the head-en-bloc 
idea which eliminates the head gasket, 
of course, and permits higher com- 
pression ratios in safety. To take a¢ 
vantage of the higher compressio 
which means power, the 2-litre 
welded up from relatively thin stee 


The power-producing 4 
easily in an MG thus disple 
ing its adaptability to 
foreign chassis. During 
4's testing period in 
docile looking rig, many 
stop-sign drag aspirant 
shown the MG's hindquart 
This particulor engine 
original pilot model, 
versions are cleaner-looki 


The dyno test during whi¢ 
the engine produced 145 
though 120 was expected. 
engine, fully ready to 
checks out on the scales 
precisely 180 Ibs. as 
photo on page 40 shows. 
ther tuning would definit 
bring an increase in 
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183” thickness, This is about % as 
thick as a conventional cast block and, 
naturally, dissipates heat several times 
faster meaning that hot spots are not 
likely to develop and cause detonation 
under high pressure. That this is a 
sound theory is proven by the fact 
that the Taylor engine runs 12 to 1 
compression on pump gas without 


TLE 






pinging! 
aan To contain this hot top end, Taylor 
e, ready designed a continuous-core hollow 
ales aff crankshaft cast in ductile iron. This 
holiow§ brilliant piece of engineering elimi- 
he keys— nates the weaknesses of ordinary cast 
weight® cranks which usually crack at the 
mF joint of web and journal where intern- 
cast ™§ 41 stresses are set up during cooling. 
critical : “ . 
achined| Since all masses of metal in the 2-litre 
- outputg crank are equal, they cool equally and 
stresses do not appear. The core also 
acts as an oil reservoir in case the 
f miles§ jubricant was suddenly dumped. 
on the The crank is carried in big radial 
| Lloyd§ webs which are turned to a zero-clear- 


le. ance fit with the openings in the 









‘oup off crankcase. The case is split and wedged 
sort off open by spreader bolts during assem- 
rerhead§ bly and then pinned with set screws. 
cement§ A stouter lower end couldn’t be imag- 
en-blocf ined. The overhead camshaft runs in 
gasket,§ plain metal bearings and is driven 
a com-§ from the front of the crankshaft by a 
ake ad . 
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vertical shaft and gears. In order to 
change cams, in case you are seeking 
the best combination, it is only neces- 
sary to undo 8 cap screws holding the 
valve cover, 8 bolts in the bearing caps 
and lift out the cam. 

In considering the eventual market 
for the engine... beyond sports car 
racing Class E applications... Taylor 
reasoned that it would make a good 
replacement for MG, Healey, Triumph 
and other small sports car mills. In 
such a case the price would have to be 
right, so provision is made to use stock 
Ford rods, pistons, bearings, and 
Chevrolet valves and springs. Ameri- 
can or English generator, starter, dis- 
tributor, etc. will also fit. 

After the first batch of five blocks, 
cranks, cases, etc. had been turned out, 
the first engine was assembled for 
dyno testing and its builders were 
pleasantly surprised again. They ex- 
pected to get 1 hp. per cu. in, (Cor- 
vette is real happy with this and 
spends much money advertising that it 
alone delivers this output) or 120 hp. 
To everybody’s delight it came up 
more like 145...and in the hands of 
hop up experts, racing mechanics and 
anyone who has time to tune it, it is 
possible that 170 or 180 could be ex- 
tracted...on pump gas, Now, this is 
rather good. The best European en- 
gines, Ferrari, Maserati and Osca, in 
the 2 litre category, churn about 170 
to 180 under good conditions. So, our 
homebred could go in that group. 

Now here’s the kicker: weight, The 
above mentioned engines are all-out 
racing models, everything aluminum 
or mag. They weigh about 350 to 400 
Ibs. (a Corvette, lightest of our 8’s 
weighs 520). Have a guess at the SS 
Two-Litre, as it is called. One eighty. 
That’s right 180 Ibs....complete with 
2 big Solex carbs and exhaust headers. 


Fantastic? Yes... but so was the 


fact that we came out with a produc- 


tion sports car capable of class wins 
in just a couple of years. 

Give us a couple more years and 
then perhaps there will be no excuse 
for not having the American racing 
colors jousting with Europe’s best... 
and no malarkey about inches! © 
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Two super powered Karts 


N LAST month’s issue, under the 
heading Go Kart Grand Prix, we 
learned that cars to properly qualify 
for GKCA sanctioned events must fall 
Engines are mounted in reverse from normal into one of three classes ; the larger 
Go Kort practice in attempt to keep cor- one, Class C, allowing cars with from 
buretors from sucking in dirt kicked up 11.1 to 17 cubic inches displacement of 
by front wheels. Speed approximates 55 mph. their 2-cycle engines. We also learned 
. that the most popularly used engine, 
the West Bend Model #750, contains 
5.5 inches. A quick. bit of multiplica- 
tion reveals that three of the little 
mills would give a total displacement 
figure of 16.5 inches, so it was only a 
matter of time before some inventive 
genius showed up with a three-engined 
Go Kart. But the surprise lay in the 
fact that two of the 3-mill behemoths 
showed up at the same time; each to 
challenge the supremacy the other 
thought he’d enjoy alone! 

Of particular interest is the ap- 
proach made to the 3-engine problem, 
and those who have toyed with the 
idea of constructing a similar Class 
C car should look at the two examples 
since the cars are quite disimilar, yet 
have a single important factor in com- 
mon: the rear wheels are independent- 
ly powerd. In other words, one wheel 

; is driven by two engines, the other by 
—, bet cicient, business end of the third mill. The reason for this is to 
ivingstone’s Mole has two engines, con- : 
nected by chain, driving left wheel, with prevent the torsional stresses on the 
third mill powering right. Slick tires engines which would be caused by the 
allow controllable drifting through curves. car rounding a curve where one wheel 
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Ground-clearance record holder, The Cannibal, 
sits ready for action %” above ground. 

Giant frame drop gives astounding stability in 
turns with little tipping tendency. 

Car replaces Rod & Custom's Hustler. 


Cannibals powerplant is three West Bend #750 
engines, each with 5.5 cu. ins. displacement. 
Lefthand and center engine drive left wheel, 

right engine powers wheel at right. Still in 

“tuning” stage, car promises good performance. 


ROUBLE 
TROUBLE 


go into orbit! 


must turn more slowly than the other 
since it scribes a smaller circle. Were 
the 3 engines locked together, the tiny 
crankshafts would be unable to with- 
stand the strain and one would almost 
surely break or otherwise be damaged. 


Duffy Livingstone’s “Mole” (see R 
& C for Nov. ’57) uses what at first 
appears to be two rows of two engines 
each, but closer examination shows 
that one of the units is actually the 
fuel tank. The two lefthand engines 
are connected by a chain, with another 
chain delivering the power to the wheel 
in the accepted Go Kart manner. The 
other car, a hasty replacement by R & 
C’s staffers for “Hustler” and dubbed 
“The Cannibal” has its 3 engines in a 
line appearing to be all coupled. But 
in actuality only the two left mills 
rotate together, through a fianged cou- 
pler, while the third is butted up close 
since space is at a minimum. Though 
the two cars were still in the experi- 
mental or “tuning” stage, both showed 
almost unbelievable acceleration with 
Livingstone’s “Mole” showing the way 
home to a whole host of fuel-burning 
twin engine machines, two 200cc 
Villiers engine-powered Karts (with 
transmissions), and a lone drone air- 
craft engine car with the limit of 17 
inches and which, until now, has been 
master of the Kart Kourse. @ 
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The first and most important step in a job you can do all by yourself is making sure you will 
like the design you intend to put on the car. Tracing over an old photo or catalog requires no 
art training, and design can be drawn on to see final effect. 


The DeSoto front piece, too, 
may be used as is on the 

‘fifty and blends neatly with the 
inset portion of the Ford 
Custom nameplate. 

Little things make a perfect job, 
if planned out in advance. 
Before going off half-cocked, 
look around, you'll see lots of 
applicable trim on the new 
models that can be purchased 
for a few dollars. Look particularly 
at some of the Independents’ 
cars: Nash, Studebaker, etc., 
whose trims ore not so 

easily recognized. 
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The new electroplated plastic 
known as Mylar is a 

natural to achieve the 
contemporary appearance of 
anodized aluminum-trimmed 
"57-8 models. Its 

fiexibility, low cost and long life 
make it a boon to 

customizers. For best appearance, 
though,it should be bordered 
by chrome moldings. 

Here, the stock "50 Ford 

strip serves as the 

upper boundary, and a 

‘57 DeSoto molding, 

without alteration, is the lower. 





' 








TODAY’S LOOK 


m4. 


Ah, see?, a quick snip with 

the “dutchmen,” or tin snips or by 
using a hacksaw, and it's 

down to size. Edges may 

be bent over easily with a 
hammer and pliers, thus tailoring 
strip to correct length, 

yet retaining original appearance. 
Now that the overall design 

has been finalized, draw 

location of strips on car with 
grease pencil or crayola. 


Masking tape, the rodder’s friend, goes over 
your rough lines in the exact spot where strip- 
ping will be. Mark center lines and spots for 
attaching bolts. At this point you can deter- 
mine the exact amount of Mylar material you 
will need. One texture of this amazing new 
plastic is called, Gold'n'Chrome. A basket- 
weave design, comes in chrome or golden tones. 





Not everything you try will fit as 
is. The DeSoto door trim is 
about a foot longer than needed, 
but that scowl should be 

only temporay since these 
pieces are easily shortened 

to size. An illusion of 

length, lowness and built-in 
motion is the owner's 

basis for choosing this 
well-known sweepspear design. 


With centers marked off, the holes for the 
attaching bolts are put in. A hand drill will 
do, but if you're the proud owner of an elec- 
tric job you'll do it faster than this fellow. 
Knowing how much material was needed, and 
selecting the silver Gold'n’'Chrome, by Engine 
Accessories Mfg. Co., available from Newhouse 
Automotive, 5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles. 











A pair of scissors cuts the 
material easily, to fit the area 
beneath and between 


the upper and lower moldings. 
All trim wos removed and 

the wax removed from the finish 
in that area. The tough 

paper backing is peeled off 

the back of the plastic 

material, exposing the odhesive 
side. The Gold’n'Chrome is 
held up to the spot where it 
is to be applied, touched 
lightly into place, then 
smoothed firmly down after 
alignment is checked. 


’ 
aa 










Replacing the stock and new lower trim completes the task. 
This example shown was fellow’'s first job. Took only a day. 


lan 








a step by step 
how-to-do-it on the construction 
of a car for scale model road racing 


INCE THE instalment concerning 

the construction of a miniature 
dragster appeared in the March edi- 
tion, we have been beseiged with re- 
quests on building a scale road racing 
machine — one built for left and right 
corners rather than being limited to 
straightaway work, Using the Revell 
scale-model Ferrari body as a starting 
place for the size of the chassis, we 
last month learned the steps to be 
taken in constructing the frame, select- 
ing a motor and other components. 


Part II 


ITH THE BASIC frame com- 

pleted, we should be ready to 
proceed with installation of the run- 
ning gear. 

It will be first necessary to shim the 
large bevel gear to fit the axle shaft. 
The axles, front and rear, are turned 
from drill rod to fit the tread required. 
In this instance a %” 0.d. axle is used, 
with the ends turned to 5%," to fit the 
S.M.E.C. wheels. The %e” o.d. tube 
used for the front and rear bearings 
will provide an ideal fit for this dia- 
meter axle. 


Cut the first shim from %¢" 0.d. tub- 
ing to fit the center hole of the gear, A 
second shim from %p2” o.d, tubing will 
bring the center hole down to the re- 
quired %” axle. A single piece of tub- 
ing of %” o.d. will serve to bring the 
smaller pinion gear to motor shaft 
size. The gear with shims and axle is 
shown in photo #1. The gear with 
appropriate shims in place may now 
be placed in the chassis and the axle 
pushed through into position. Note 
that the gear rides to the righthand 
side of the frame, offset to allow ample 
clearance over the guide rail. It may 
be advisable to remove a small amount 
of material from the gear hub. Every- 
thing properly placed, the gear is 
sweat soldered to the axle shaft, flow- 
ing in enough solder to assure that the 
shims are secure. A small butane torch 
will do this job with a minimum of 
effort. Photo #2 reveals this opera- 
tion. The pinion gear and shim is 
sweated onto the motor shaft in a 
similar manner. 

The motor may now be positioned, 
with the brushes to the left side of the 
frame. The mesh of the gears is very 
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HASSIS 


adele t-mr-tale| 
fore felest- mia 
vutialrehaela= 





The photographs and information sup- 
plied for this series are courtesy the 
M.A.R.A.; the Model Auto Racing 
Association with headquarters at 1 127 
Staples Ave., in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Letters of comment, inquiry or other 
correspondence should be forwarded 
to this address. 




































photos by william haynes 





1. tub- important, as improperly meshed 
par, A gears will result in a slow running, 
g will “lugging” motor, and undue wear on 
he re- the gear teeth. It may be necessary to 
f tub- move the pinion gear forward or back 
ig the to obtain correct meshing of the gear 
shaft teeth faces. On occasion the motor will 
ixle is have to be shimmed at the mount to 

with relieve an excessively tight mesh. 
y now When properly meshed the gears and 
e axle motor should revolve several times 


Note when spun with the fingers, with the 
thand motor brushes lifted. A slight forward 





ample rake of the motor is necessary to allow 

t may a true 90 degree angle between the 

mount axle and motor shaft centers, when 

every- viewed from the side, as shown in 

car is photo #3, 

, flow- Next in order are the wheels, which 

at the should be drilled out to %,”" using a 

» torch lathe or drill press, A true center hole 

um of is obviously essential and a hand drill 

opera- is definitely unsuited for this purpose. 

‘im is Eccentric running of the wheels can 

in a cause no end of bother and will all but 

ruin the performance of the car. The , 

tioned, rear axle should be slipped through ye — é es pod. 4 er any 
of the the rear bearings and the wheels fit- the axle, with ends turned to the size re- 
S very (continued) quired, and the motor with gear positioned. 
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BUILDING A RAIL 
RACING CHASSIS 


continued 


ted. Be sure to remove the tires and 
the celluloid spoke discs before solder- 
ing the wheels to the axles, When cool, 
the tires and discs can be replaced and 
we are ready for the insulation and 
wiring which will carry current to the 
electric motor. 

It has been found more convenient 
to insulate the positive lead, though 
either side can be insulated. Latest 
experiments have favored a simple, 
rugged, positive contact. Having al- 
ready soldered the insulation tube to 
the carrier, a piece of neoprene tubing 
is pushed through. The connecting rod 
is bent up from \¢” rod and inserted 
through the neoprene tubing, and then 
soldered to the proper motor contact. 
The actual contacts are cut from brass 
shim stock. The center, negative, con- 
tact brush should be narrow enough 
to trail between the rail guides which 
prevents its slipping off the guide rail. 
The positive contact brush is of a 
wedge shape, being broad enough to 
maintain contact even while the car is 
drifting out on the corners. Some ex- 
perimenting may be necessary to de- 





Figure 2. With gear offset on axle to clear 
the rail, a butane torch — available at most 
hobby supply stores—is used to sweat the 
solder in after pushing axle through bearings. 





termine the exact shape and length of 
the brushes. 

To all intents and purposes the 
chassis is ready for track testing. A 
few drops of oil should be put on the 
gears and down the axle bearings. Do 
not over oil, and take particular care 
to not let oil enter the motor brushes 
or commutator, One or two drops of oil 
should be put on the motor shaft bear- 
ings at the front and rear of the case. 

We now have everything in order 
for the initial run which will, of 
course, require a track. With this in 
mind the succeeding issues will deal 
with the construction of a small home 
circuit, requiring only enough room 
for a 4’x8’ piece of plywood. 

There are bound to be certain points 
which have been accidently omitted in 
this and the preceding instalment, or 
perhaps certain steps in the construc- 
tion of the chassis have not been par- 
ticularly clear. We will attempt to 
clarify these to the best of our 
abilities, in the succeeding issues, as 
soon as they are brought to our atten- 
tion. Your letters will help immensely 
to this end. © 
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Figure 3. Here is the chassis ready to go. 
After addition of electrical contacts and 
installation of the Revell Ferrari body, 
the car is ready for its first track test. 


Figure 4. Here the left front wheel has been 
remeved from the completed chassis to show 
the positive contact brush. The Ferrari 
body is ready for mounting on the chassis. 
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LATEST - HOTTEST 


BUBBLE 
SKIRTS 


14855 
co. W. Eleven Mile Rd. 
Oak Park 37, Mich. 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 





(iy <7BBLE Skint, 
4 7 


+2 an’ 
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DESIGNED 10 GivE YOUR CAR 


That LONG. LOW Look! 


Bubble Skirts te f& ofl models. 
if we dent stock ‘om .. we'll moke om! 


CHRISTOPHER 
& SONS MFG. 
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Again, in the “accessories” category 
it often occurs that such items as car 
radios prove troublesome to reinstall 
after repairs since the holes drilled for 
sheet metal screws decline to line up in 
the original positions. To save much 
time, simply braze a spare sheet metal 
screw to a “T” handle (made with nails 
or steel rod) and use this as a re 
alignment tool and tap. 


Spring bolts are sometimes hard to 
remove singe they are located close to 
a chassis or body part which leaves 
scant working room. To cope with this 
situation a piece of rod may be thread- 
ed to the same pitch and diameter as 
the grease fitting in the bolt head and 
then bent into an eye shape. With the 
grease fitting removed, the eye is in- 
serted. By hooking a slide hammer into 
this the bolt may be easily bumped o 


Since speedometer cables can be ve 
annoying when rattling, the chore 4 
lubricating them may be made easie¢ 
as follows: 

Procure a conical paper drinking cu 
such as used in office water bottle i 
stallations. Stick the point of this dov 
into the flexible housing after havin 
filled it with the desired type of lub 
cant. Now merely jam the cable gentl 
through the bottom of the cup « 
feed it slowly back into place. Aute 
matic lube job! 


Brackets or clips which are instal 
under bolts and cap screws to he 
accessories often tend to slip thro 
vibration. To stop this without exce 
sive tightening of the fastening put 
dab of coarse grinding compound b 
tween the junction of the slippi= 


‘members. When reinstalled they wi 


remain in place. 
o * o . 


ROD & CUSTOM 








einstall 
lied for 

ep up in 
e much 
t metal 
th nails 
sa re 


hard to 
close to 

leaves 
ith this 
thread- 
eter as 
ead and 
ith the 
e is in- 
er into 


ped out, 


be ve 
hore 0 
e easier 


ing cu 
ottle i 


As on example of today's thinking in conserv- 
ative customizing, we offer Jack Snyder's multi- 
flamed Chevy. Jack relies on his paint treat- 
ment for individualism, the actual metal modifi- 
cations being limited to nosing, decking and 
elimination of doorhandies. Too, the clever 
vse of another set of ‘56 Chevy side trim (re- 
versed) lends eye appeal to the hardtop. 


A good many “hidden” locations for button- 
operated door latches have been tried, but 
often they are awkward to reach or susceptible 
to damage. Here Snyder reveals his buttons, 
neatly concealed in side trim where they are 
not readily obvious, yet are convenient to 
teach. Of course, black and white photos can 
not do such a colorful paint job justice; motif 
is brilliant maroon with gold and white flames 
oullined with a fine pin stripe of white. 





CH 


By GEORGE BURNLEY 


By customizing with paint, owner's ideas can 
be altered without need for shoving metal 
around. Too, if owner wishes to sell car, a 
stock paint job can be re-applied if no pur- 
chasers for flame can be found. Other altera- 
tions to this Solinas, Coalif., attention-getter 
are; a Valley Custom front end lowering kil, 
side exhaust kit, removal of vertical grille bars. 














HERE ARE CERTAIN minor trim fea- 

tures that separate the Canadian Meteor 
from the U.S. Ford, but when both makes are 
relieved of such trivia the cars become basical- 
ly identical, When Dave Richardson of West 
Vancouver ashcanned the trim from his con- 
vertible, he discovered the similarity to de- 
chromed U.S. Fords. So to attain a more 
singular look to his ’55 he artfully positioned 
a pair of DeSoto quad light units in the fend- 
ers, rounded the hood corners and placed the 
grille from a ’56 Plymouth across the yawning 
opening. 

Like its Ford counterparts, the Meteor, in 
1955, carried small (by ’58 standards) fins 
atop the rear fenders. These were hacked off 
and all that remains of them now is a scoop- 
like opening facing aft just above the tail- 
lights. 55 Dodge Lancer side trim was stretch- 
ed along the ragtop’s sides giving it greater 
apparent length. 

Two shades of soft blue were the colors 
chosen to give the finished convert its exterior 
glamour. Thus completed, the Four-Eyed 
Meteor was ready to take to the British Co- 
lumbia roads. © 





56 ROD & CUSTOM MAY, 1958 


THE FOUR-EYE 








Canadian Ford 


’ 
< 
4 
5 
2 
© 
@ 
? 
5 
° 
@ 
~~ 
) 
o 
2 
3 
a 
a 


gets the quad light look 













New Low Price, 
$2.95 Each 14” 15” 16” 
STATE TIRE SIZE 





HONEST No. 49 





Honest SomRay Charley 
ALLEE SAMEE WHEEL DISC 


CHROME VOLTAGE 
REGULATOR COVER 


Ford Prod. — GM Prod 
(Give year of car) 















(State Year and 
Mode! Car) 
$1.50 Postpaid 
HONEST No. 4 

















GIANT 
CAR 
DICE 

Red and White 
Blue and White 
Green and White 
Black and White 


$1.25 pr. postpeid 
HONEST No. 1 








FIESTA TYPE CHROME 
WHEEL COVERS 
14” of 15" 
For all Cars — Replaces 
original fectory type. 
3 BAR 
SPINNER 


Set of 2 $14.00 
HONEST No. 27 
(Stete size of Wheel) 


CAR CALS 
2 Satellites 
y er © 2 Rockets 
Pe | $1.25 PP _ 
oft 4 DICE and 3 


we, 
SS ones 
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RUBBER 
WHITEWALLS 
14°-15-16" 


Give Wheel 
Size 


BEST 
QUALITY 


$5.95 Set of 4 
HONEST No. 9 











Any size tires. Complete 
with. universal mounting 
bracket. Primed — Ready 
to peint 

$9.95 Pair 


HONEST No. 46 


$2.95 Postpaid 
HONEST No. 5 





SPEAKER KITS 
kear Seat. For any voltage 
Switch comes already wired 
for do it yourself installe- 
tion 

5*«7 
Chrome — $5.50 


6" «9 
Chrome $6.50 





















Works on 
Engine Vacuum 











CHROMED WINGED 
NUTS 


a Yr 


COVERS 
55-57 V-8 Ford 
$1.00 Each 
HONEST No. 6! 





For all GM-Chrys 
products 
Ford Products 
2.25 Postpaid 
HONEST No. 23 





ELECTRIC DOOR LATCH 
KIT — PUSH BUTTON 
OPERATION 
$12.75 KIT (Any Car) 


HONEST No. 2 


32-48 Ford — 39-48 Merc 
49-53 Ford and Merc 
(Say Which) 


None for other cars 
$1.50 pr. Postpaid 
HONEST No. 7 

















LOWERING BLOCKS 
For All Cars 
with 2 Leaf Springs on Rear 
Complete with U-Bolts 
Kit to Lower Rear 
Bumper 2 $3.95 
Kit to Lower Rear 3 
$4.50 


Kit to Lower Rear 4” 
495 
State Year and Model Car 
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MODERN EXTRA THIN ADD ON KNOCK OFF TYPE TO CURE DISTRIBUTOR DUAL POINT DISTRIBUTOR 
UCENSE FRAMES WHEEL SPINNERS VACUUM ADVANCE For 55-57 Ford-Merc & T-Bird 
oa All Cars- pee a Sal Fits Most Any Hub Cap TROUBLES Combination Vecuum and 
end Late Chrysler TRIPLE CHROME PLATED When using Multiple Centrifuge! 
Makes ’ n Carburation on High Com. 
license 
Changin 
’ Easy ‘ : 
$2.95 Each ia 
HONEST No. 58 Easily end Securely insfalled - 
iausT $3.50 Esch 
T Our Packed in Pairs 
DASH CURE 4 BBL CARBURATOR : 
MTROL TROUBLES — HONEST No. 57 NT Complete $19.95 
Add Power—With Dual adjusting unit, on the market 
Costs Ke $5.95 Each HONEST ttn, 88 
Fits where you now have S 
; one 4 BBL HONEST No. 60 
oltage a 
wired 
mene HEAT RESISTANT 
ENGINE ENAMEL 
D RED - BLUE - GREEN 
% Pint 
$1 00 Postpaid 
‘ HONEST No. 12 
> 
MODERN STYLED 
. GLEAMING CHROME God on of 18 
‘ and GOLD “MYLAR” only $1.09 
: DOOR HANDLE BULL NOSE HONEST No. 39 
Self Adher 
fEAD Parts (seperate) es 
a No. 54-3314—2x4 $1.49 Pr. Postpaid 49-53 Ford 
Adapter (need one) — HONEST No. 50 (State Model) 
| Merc J 
here No. 54-97—New R’built Pampets $1.96 
Strom Carb (need two) NEW FIESTA TYPE CHROME HONEST No. 52 
wh; ~s 54-DFB—Dual ~ CHECK BACHOROUND 
— a 
nid Fuel Block Kit (give . ¥ Send 25¢ for new 1958 
. engine Model) (need 14" of 15 Surprise Money Saver 
one) Each $8.00 For all cars — Replaces Cataleg—then next issve 
a. No. 54-CC300—Chrome original factory type FREE 
(Copper Mesh Filter) 
ie/icesardiead taed SEND 25% DEPOSIT ON C. ©. D. - SEND 
n Rear Each $2.93 FULL AMOUNT ON ITEMS MARKED PREPAID 
is No. 54-B8-1—Dual Ball NO CODs FOR LESS THAN $5.00 
ar Bearing Linkage 
95 (need one) Each $3.25 Neme 
13" Address 
ae REMEMBER City came 
lel Car 
a (State size of Wheel) 
, 
5 ; HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
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OME MONTHS BACK, the artist- 
writer team of Henning & Ritch 
did a bit for R & C titled, “The Revolt 
of Mamie Stovebolt”—a humorous jape 
at customizing the °42-’48 Chevrolet. 
They portrayed the possible designs 
that might be advanced by a number 
of well-known auto stylists—all tongue- 
in-cheek, Among the group they chose 
to gouge with their satire was R & C 
Graphics Editor, Lynn Wineland, 
whom they called Wynn Vineland and 
then proceeded to convince the world 
that Wineland‘s love of the Ford prod- 
uct in general and preoccupation with 
his R & C ’Bird project in particular 
made him refrain from touching 
“Mamie” until, persuaded at last, she 
emerged looking for all the world like 
a kissin’ cousin to the "Bird. 

Some truth in this notwithstanding, 
Wineland has taken pencil in hand, 
and in response to letters requesting 
his actual ideas on the revision of the 
old girl, has come up with a sleek job 
which actually could be built from the 
“Aero Sedan” body style. A wild sec- 
tioning operation brings the body in 
proportion with the top, which remains 








untouched. Doors were trimmed at the 
bottom and fluted aluminum rolls under 
in the spot formerly occupied by the 
running boards. Quad lights is an effect 
achieved by placing Marchal driving 
and verge lamps just inboard of the 
stock lamps, with all lights recessed in 
chromed rims. The front bumper is 
made up of two '52-’53 Merc units, cut 
and welded to the new dipped form. A 
liner of 4” rod and sheet metal forms 
the grille opening outline. Air passing 
through the round tubing grille bars 
exits at the rear of the fender caps 
through similar bars—the only way 
out as the bottom is completely sealed 
with a belly pan. Cooling air to the 
front brakes enters beneath the bump- 
er with flexible ducts assuring the full 
amount is utilized. Admittedly the 
front of the hood would not be a cinch, 
but formation would be the same as 
that shown in “Nose News” (March 
68 R&C). ‘ 

Anyone care to investigate the back 
end? If enough requests come in we 
will do it in an early issue. Write THE 
Stovebolt, c/o R & C, 5959 Hollywood 
Blvd., Hollywood 28, California. @ 
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AS A MATTER OF FACT | 
OD A CUTAWAY OF YOUR 





YOU THINK YOURE SO SMART"... 
WELL | DONT NEED YOU..| 
HAVE. TALENT OF MY OWN! 



































































READER’S CAR OF THE MONTH 









DRIVER OF modified stock cars has to have performance-plus 

on the highway or he just isn’t satisfied. Dick Grollo, hailing 
from Louisville, Kentucky, pushes a ’57 T-Bird-engined 34 coupe 
around in a circle several nights a week. And the car is a real hauler, 
too. So to match this kind of performance out on the street, though 
in a neater looking machine, one with eye-appeal, Dick selected a ’52 
Olds “98” hardtop. 

The 98’s engine was hogged out to 336 inches. Dick lightened 
the valve train to assist in high-revving, enlarged and polished the 
exhaust and intake ports and substituted a Mallory ignition system 
for the stock firing mechanism. Milled heads, a three-carb manifold 
with progressive linkage and an Iskenderian E-4 cam all add to the 
pressure emitting from the beefed-up Hydramatic. Rear wheel hop 
on acceleration was nulified by adding Traction Masters, practically 
a necessity on open-driveshaft cars without radius arms. 

In the eye-appeal department, the Olds has received a thorough 
going over. Shorty’s Body Shop, in Louisville, handled the chores as 
suggested by owner Grollo. 1955 Ford headlight rims were frenched 
to the Olds’ fenders and ’56 Chevy taillights were treated in a similar’ 
manner ’round back. Unwanted chrome trim. was ashcanned, the 
holes filled, and a hand-rubbed lacquer job of jet black was laborious-" 
ly applied. ; 


If Dick’s Olds is an indication of the type of Rod and Custom 
work coming out of the South, then we can safely say that the 
Southerners have arrived. © 
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R READERS WRITE 
: d from p. 7 

ANCON RETURNS 
My sister and I received quite a bit 
of mail up here due to our letter which 
you printed in the February issue. 
Thanks to you people, our old friends 
haven’t forgotten us. 

Ancon Noosebush Pueblo, Colorado 


GO KARTS — FOR 

You have asked for opinions regard- 
ing the devoting of a few pages each 
month to Go Karts, and similar ma- 
chinery. I, for one, had never pur- 
chased a copy of your publication until 
the first Go Kart spread. Since then 
I've become a steady customer. 

Until now, due to a passel of chil- 
dren and limited income, my main 
automotive interest has been restricted 
0 small foreign salons which I have 
een driving for seven years. I have 
done some rallying and handled lots 
if turn marshall and crowd control 
signments at sport car races and 
ve always itched to do some driving 
myself. Now, in the form of a Go Kart 
'—my dream has come true. I will 
"appreciate anything you care to put in 
your magazine concerning these tiny 
machines. 


L. A. Pickard Everett, Wash. 


GO KARTS — AGAINST 

I have watched with interest your 
coverage of tiny cars and have care- 
fully considéred the letters you’ve 
printed on the subject; and the an- 
swers, too. But I can see where the 
thing is going to get entirely out of 
hand. With new and diversified ma- 
chinery being developed all the time, 
and your attempts to keep up with the 
pace, your regular coverage of rods 
and customs is going to have to suffer. 

(continued) 
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Giant New 260 Pace 


AUTOMOTIVE 
CATALOG! 

or 85,000 items la Stoel 

thing you peed for your car, track 

from Whitney? 





custom styled car or 


tion year. 

a 1 Please send 

to and 

handling costs. We will credit 25c 

—ai medele 9 on your for $5.00 or more. 


&Ce., 1917 US Archer 








REUPHOLSTER with a BRUSH! 

Renew dull, faded, worn 

RAM (Che SD cuenion: onn.giee ec 
boat 


seats, headliners, 


sidepanels will look new 
im any color. Redesign. 
customize new interiors. 
You can change color too! 
Easily applied brush or 
spray. RamcCote Flexible 


FINISHES 
















Fimishes (not a paint) 
impregnates leather or 
Vinyl plastic upholstery. 
Won't chip or peel. Fade- 
proof — waterproof. Write 
for free information, color 
chart, and dealer location. 
RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicage 21, tli. Dept. RC 
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OUR READERS WRITE— 
continued 

Please don’t let this happen. If you 
can limit the Go Karts to, say, 2 or 
perhaps 3 pages each month, fine! But 
if you must extend coverage beyond 
this, then I'll have to sign off my 
subscription. 

John Williams Portsmouth, Va. 
© Tons of mail, both pro and con, has 
poured through our offices ever since 
R & C unveiled this new sport to the 
world. We’re strictly on the fence in 
this deal; the majority will decide 
whether or not Go Karts continue as 
a regular Rod & Custom feature. We'll 
carefully consider any and all mail 
either for or against the little ma- 
chines. So, readers, let us know how 
you feel about them. Do they continue? 


..-. AND MORE 

PLEASE keep the Go Karts coming. 
Thete must be a lot of fellows like 
myself, under 16, who can’t own a 
regular size car but yet like to work 
on, and drive, automobiles, Go Karts 
are our only chance to be a part of 
the automotive sport. My only trouble: 
I can’t have one until an off-street 
location for running is found. With 
enough of us to request a store’s park 
lot for Sunday driving, we'll have it 
made, Anybody in Elmira want to 

start a Kart Klub? 
Jon Bauer 820 Mt. Zoar Street 
Elmira, New York 








You, too, con be in on the thrilling new sport of go 
karting, regardiess of age. Plenty of FUN is in the offing 
with o stock kit kart —or if you like to improvise, the 
high quality parts give you the best send-off toward 
Chrome-moly 
tubing, with pre-formed hoops, ball bearing wheels and 
brand new engine come with everything needed to as- 
semble a Go Kart in several hours, including welding. 
A colorful, illustrated brochure and complete information 
about this exciting pastime is yours for just 25c. 


building one featuring your own ideas. 


Ge K Mula MFG. CO.152 &. HUNTINGTON DRIVE + RC-5 * MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA 
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HAVE YOU SEEN pages 44 & 45? 


The Mole and the Cannibal, triple- 


engined racing machines, are fruits Go K ut 
of the family tree begun by the original (v 








Kort Kit 
complete 
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CAR SHOWS 
COMING UP 


Rod ‘and custom enthusiasts from all parts 
of the nation, and throughout Canada too, will 
be glad to hear of the auto shows listed below. 
Some are long-standing events, some are 
brand new. But old or new, attend as many 
as you can in your area. Your participation, 
even as a spectator, will help rodding and 
customizing grow and become as publicly 
prominent as the hobby deserves. 


The British Columbia Custom Car Association 
es its Centennial Motorama from the 

Sth through 12th of. April. The Commercial 
Building at Exhibition Park in Vancouver is 
the place. Interested parties wishing further 
information may contact Mr. Ken Parr at 3366 
East 26th Ave., Vancouver 12, B.C., Canada. 





The Second Annual Autorama will be held 
at the Toledo Civic Auditorium on April 11th, 
12th and 13th, produced by the Northwestern 
Ohio Timing Association. Entry blanks for those 
wishing to enter an automobile may be ob- 
tained by writing Warren Bookman at Box 66, 
Sin. “E", Toledo 9, Ohio. 


Worcester, Mass., will be the scene of the 
2nd Annual Auto Show to be produced by the 
Tech Auto Club of Worcester Polytechnic Insti- 
tute, The site will be Sawyer’s, Inc., on Gold 
Stor Bivd., near Routes 110 and 12. The big 
day is May 4th. 


Sovth Bend, Indiana's, Coachmen Auto 
Club will produce their 2nd Annual South 
Bend Auto Show on May 30th, 31st and June 
Ist. Interested porties will receive further in- 
formation by writing Ronald L. Raber at P. O. 
Box 2592, South Bend, Indiana. 


Still another Annual show in its 2nd year is 
the event planned by the London Auto Modi- 
fiers. The Canadian Autorama, which will in- 
clude such diversified auto exhibits as hot rods, 
customs, antiques, classics and certain special 
stock cars, opens its doors for a week-long 
run during the week of June 23rd. The Manvu- 
facturers Building, at Queen's Park, in London, 

. Canada, will be the scene of one 
of Canada’s largest displays. Advertising Di- 
rector Ronald W. Berman, of R, R. 6, London, 
Ontario, can be contacted for further infor- 
mation. 
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a om larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill., Dept. F59E 
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1 Bde MENTIONED many times before that it’s getting tougher and 
tougher to improve on factory engine performance with the conven- 
tional “bolt-on” speed equipment like hot cams and multi-carb mani- 
folds. Most stock engines are now pretty highly-developed in these 
departments, But there are places where a mass-produced engine can 
never hope to compete with the “hand-built” product — and these are 
the spots we must concentrate on to develop really superior performance. 
One promising field is the cylinder head. Take a good look at a 
factory head assembly and you'll see a dozen places where you can 
improve its efficiency. Since it’s a sand casting, all the unmachined 
surfaces will be comparatively rough, Breathing efficiency can be 
helped considerably by smoothing up the port passages with a grinder, 
maybe opening up the area a little in the process. Core shift in the 
foundry can cause serious misalignment between port openings in the 
head and manifold castings; these should alway: be carefully “matched” 
when you’re building up an engine. The combustion chambers can 
always be improved. There is a trend toward factory-machined cham- 
bers now; but it has long been a practice of the factories to raise 
compression ratio on succeeding models by contracting the chamber 
walls inward — without moving the relative positioning of the valves. 
Thus the chamber walls will tend to shroud the valve discharge area 
at small lift figures. (Some manufacturers actually counterbore cham- 
bers so the valves will clear them as they lift!) You can get away 
from this restriction by grinding away these gobs of iron. This will 
lower the compression ratio, of course; but you can bring this right 
back up by milling .020” or so off the gasket face of the head. These 
are refinements you just can’t do on a mass-produced engine. 
Another bad spot on stock heads is the port area under the valve. 
Valve seats are made quite wide to give good sealing under conditions 
of possible misalignment and other manufacturing inaccuracies in 
production. With custom machining and fitting you don’t need such 
wide valve seats — and we can utilize the extra diameter to increase 
valve breathing area. In other words, the valve port can be reamed 
out with a 70° reamer (using the guide bore as a pilot) until the seat 
width is reduced to about 4%,” around the outside edge. And you can 
go on and blend this cut into the port contour with a grinder, and 
maybe even re-face and turn down the valves to better fit the new seat. 
So get to work! © 


HOT ROD OF THE MONTE! | 


Bob Longman's belly-panned Deuce roadster graces the opposite page this month as a tribute to 
‘32 Fords everywhere. Though built back in 1951, the deeply ch binati 

tition rod embodies the same detail treatments that are popular today with th c . Top 
lakes time for flathead powered rod was 120 mph while its draggin’ speed was 101—both set in ‘52! 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


..-for your car! 


Super adhesive 
backing sticks 
to anything 
Easy to apply 
-STAYS where 
you put it! 


CHROME OUTSIDE PIPES add new beauty touch 
Eliminate tail.pipe scraping and exhaust discolor- 
ation. Exhaust is carried outside car into slip- 
stream. Vacuum clears exhaust system faster and 
smooths out engine performance. Fits all cars on 
either side. 134” Easily installed 
#4267 2642" only $6.65 each ppd 
only $8.65 each ppd 
only $9.95 each ppd 


#4270 68”. .$18.95, Chrome clamps. . $2.25 each 


=-To 


Me 


ONLY NEWHOUSE offers these 7 valuable advantages 


SPEED OF SERVICE 
EVERY ITEM 
EXC' USIVE, 30 DAY FREE 
GUARANTEED SAVINGS 


SHIPPED POST PAID 


ONLY FINEST QUALITY TESTED PRODUCTS wil 
2) FREE GIFTS WITH EVERY ORDER 
GIANT CATALOG with every order 


“aA: 


AT MY R 


if, for 


SK! 


TRIAL PRIVILEGE ‘any reason, you 


WE ARE 











Self atertng 

glowing gold or 
silvery chrome 
color TRIM KITS of 
gorgeous DuPont MYLAR. 
Sparkles like costly chrome or gold 
with handsome overall embossing. Cut it with scis 
sors to your own pattern. Design your own car 
trim — household decorations, too. Beautify dash, 
arm rests, door handies, panels, kickboards - 
make ‘‘solid gold’’ exterior panels. 27” wide. PPD 


e i Ft 2Ft. St 
$7.65 $18.95 
8.15 19.95 


Color 
Chrome $3.95 
Gold, 4.35 


item 
“7051 
7052 





SHOW YOUR EMBLEM 
GET EXTRA COURTESIES 


melih Mi 


CUSTOM STRIPING 


hile 











return any 
unused within this Free guarantee period, | 
mmediately refund the entire purchase 


MEMBERS 


© 30 DAY FREE TRIAL GUARANTEE OW Any item © 
! guarantee that you may keep and ex 
amine any of these products for 30 full days 


price by 
You must be 


return mail - no questions asked! 
100% satistied 
| further certify that these are excep 
onal money-making Values and cannot be 
urchased elsewhere for less 

Ernest J}. Newhouse 
President, Newhouse Automotive Industries 


F THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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DUAL 
HEAD- 
LIGHTS 


Make your 
‘57 Ford into 
a 1958. 




















Car Emblems for clubs, professions 
Large 4-inch plaque of beautiful, thick 
cast aluminum highly polished with correct 
colors in rich enamel. Choose any shown above 
Also available for Masons, K of C., Rotary, Eagles 
Elks, Moose, Optimist, Shriner, Reg. Nurse, M.D 
Oddfeliows, Teacher, Police, Racing Car, Dentist 
Attorney at Law, Clergy, Accountant, Civil Service 
and others 
#1145 


NEW 
lodges, etc 


$1.98 each postpaid 


SAVE $25 te $30. Customize your own car with 
genuine “‘Rembiandt" design decals Easy to ap- 
ply in any arrangement. Will not peel, chip or 
fade. Each set available in White, Red, Black or 
lustrous Gold. Excellent Buy! Set #1071 (12 DE- 
SIGNS up to 10” Long. Enough for fenders, hood, 
trunk, lid, skirts, dash, etc.).. .only $.95 postpaid. 
Set #1073 same plus 12 EXTRA (DIFFERENT DE- 
SIGNS). only $1 postpaid. 
Set 21075 "complete Deluxe Stripe kit (36 BIG 
DESIGNS) only $2.75 postpaid 


ey | FREE! 


With every order 
(otherwise send 
only 25¢ tocover 
handling and 
mailing) 


NEW GIANT CATALOG 


"§ OF BRAND SAVE UP TO 
ew PRODUCTS! MN 50% & more: 


Thousands upon thousands of the top values in 
only Finest Quality Tested Products from our 
stock of over 150,000 items. Page upon page 
jam packed with the very newest items and 
products for car owners. Guaranteed biggest 
Values ever offered by the great Newh 


FORMAN 
PMEN 


to most other car makes & models too! 
Dramatic new appearance — wonderful lighting im- 
provement. 300% more light - (400% when you 
use all 4 lamps for highway driving) - 100 feet 
more sight distance. Lights the ‘danger’ area! 
Increases car value many times its cost. Precision 
engineered unit ‘slips’ in-fits perfectly. Com- 
plete with lamps and wiring harness. Price in- 
cludes both pairs. #1143 Prime painted $56.50. 
Chrome plated $72.50 PPO. 


Adaptable 





World's 
lergest 
Supplier of 


5805 £. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 68) 
Les Ange 22, Calif. 


LOW MAIL ORDER PRICES—ORDER TODAY 
TWO (2) FREE GIFTS 


with every order. While supply $s 
lasts you will recewe a tree 
surprise gift with every order 
ples 2 free copy of “How 
to Get 50 Miles Per Gallon 
(Both wortn over $2.00.) 


Car Moke Yeor 


Full Price Enclosed 





Deposit. Send C.0.0 


No. Cyl 
Nome 
Address 

Zone Stote 
Description—GIVE | 





ITEM NO 











ganization. Have the Catalog mailed to you oan. 




















EVERYTHING 











AL GUARANTEE OW ANY ITEM © 


